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A SKETCH of the LIFE of ARMINIUS, extratied 


from an Oration Spoken at Aus Funeral. 


T has been juftly obferved, that the lives of learned 
men feldom afford a very ample field to the biographer. 
Study and retirement give occafion to few of thofe 

incidents, which excite the curiofity, and engage the atten- 
tion of mankind. I: is not to be wondered at, therefore, 
that at fo diftant "@ period, and with fuch fcanty materials, 
we are incapable of affording the moft interefling account 
of the life of Armznius. The oration which 1s prefixed to 
his works was f{poken by Peter Berteus, a cotemporary di- 
vine. It is dated the 22d of Ottober, 1609, the day of 
his interment. We pafs over the eulogium on the dead, 
though perhaps never more defervedly beftowed. The few 
circumftances relative to his life, we have fet down as we 
found them. 

James Armimus, or Hermanfon, was born in the year of 
our Lord 1560, at Oudewater, a little town fituated on the 
Ifalo once celebrated tor its pleafant fituation, and the fru- 
gality and induftry of its inhabitants. He loft his father 
during his infancy, who left his mother, a pious woman, 
with three children. 

There was at that time in the town, a refpe€table clergy- 
man, named Theodorus A'mylius, aman famous for his fin- 
gular holinefs and erudition, Pe was educated a papift, but 
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3 THE LIFE GF ARMINIUS. 


being convinced of the errors of popery, he was conflrairte 
ed to defert his couniry, and had from time to time taken 
up his refidence in different parts of the continent. This 
worthy man, difcerning the traces of fuperior genius in 
young Arminius, had him inflrntted in the rudiments of the 
learned languages at Uirecht, where he then refided, Nor 
was he wanting in earneft exhortations to him, to dedicate 
himfelf to God: an advice which he had the fatisfaétion of 
feeing him even then moft f{erioufly embrace. 

Arminius had been fome years at Utrecht, when his pa- 
tron was called of God to receive the reward of his labours. 
However, he was not left without a friend: Snel/us was 
juft then on a vilit to his own country, which he had been 
conftrained to leave, to avoid the oppreffion of the Spaniards. 
Returning to Av/e in the year 1 575» he took Arminius with 
him. Scarcely “had Arma! wus taken up his abode in Hf, 
when lve was alarmed by an account of the utter deflrucnon 
of his native place by the Spamards; the foldiers of the gar- 
vifon being flain, the citizens butchered, and the houfes 
burnt. It may be fuppofed, a report of this kind mutt 
give bim the keeneft diftrefs. He immediately went to 
Holland; and how great was his concern, on finding the 
place which gave him birth, reduced to a heap of ruins, and 
Jearning, that the greater part of the citizens; amidtt whom 
were his mother, filler, brother, together with his more 
diftant relations, had perifhed in the general carnage ? 

After bidding a melancholy adieu to the remains of his na- 
tive town, he returned on foot to Hefe. But foon after, 
hearing that a new college was opened under the aufpices of 
the Prince of Orange, he once more returned to Holland. 
He took up his refidence at Rotterdam, where he met wiih 
moft of thofe who had efcaped from the deftruction of Oude- 
water, together with many religious perfons who were ba- 
vifhed from ein Peter Bertius, the pattor of the 
church of Rotterdam, at the requett of the friends of young 
Arminius, took him to his houfe. Struck with the amidble 
difpofiuon and uncommon genius of the lad, he thought 
with his friends, that he could not be fituated more advanta- 
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geoufly than at this new academy. His proficiency here 
was uncommon. Daneus, the profeffor.of divinity, would 
often urge his example, both as a Chriftian, and as a {cholar, 
on his fellow ftudents. In the year 1582, the fenate of Am- 
flerdam, willing to afford him the utmoft means of improve- 
ment, fent him to Geneva, at that time accounted the great 
feat of theologic knowledge. Here he heard the celebrated 
Theodore Beza explain the epiftle to the Romans. To him 
he attached himfelf, with all the diligence which his intenfe 
thirft for knowledge could infpire. Yet after fome time, be- 
ing a great admirer of the philofophy of Peter Ramus, which 
was not much regarded at Geneva, he removed to Bafil. 
On his leaving Geneva, the faculty of theology there, pre- 
fented him, at the public expence, with the degree of Doc. 
tor in Divinity. 

After he had refided fome time at Baf/, he returned to 
Geneva. But he found moft of the ftudents, his country- 
men, whom he had left behind him, were returned home. 
A few of them were gone into Jtaly. There was at that 
time a profetfor of philofophy, Zames Zabarelli, who read 
leétures at Padua with confiderable reputation. Arminius, 
defirous of hearing him, agreed with one of his country- 
men, who was yet at Geneva, to take a journey into Italy. 
During his flay at Padua, he taught iogic to fome Ger- 
mans of fortune. From Padua he travelled through Italy 
to Rome. He would often exprefs to his friends the fatis- 
taétion he had, in vifiting Rome; declaring, that nothing 
but being prefent there, could have afforded him any jutt 
conception of the iniquity which abounds in that feat of 
antichrift. On his return from Jta/y, he ftaid fome time 
at Geneva; from whence, at the requeft of his patrons, he 
went to Amfterdam. He now propofed himfelf as a can- 
didate for the miniftry, being abundantly recommended by 
Beza, and other eminent divines of Geneva. And no foon- 
er did he appear in the pulpit, than his reputation was uni- 
verfally eftablifhed. His fine underftanding, his deep eru- 
dition, his extenfive knowledge of the fcriptures, and above 

his lively piety, and fervent zeal for the welfare of 
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men’s.fouls, acquired him the general efteem and admira- 
tion both of the clergy and laity of Am/flerdam. 

About this time there was a little traét handed about at 
Delf, intitled, “ An Anfwer to fome of the arguments of Beza 
“* and Calvin on Predeftznation, being a comment on the ninth 
** chapter to the Romans.” 

This book was fent to Arminius by Lydtus, (who had for- 
merly been a paftor in the church of Amflerdam, and was 
at that time a profeffor in the new college of Friezland) 
together with an earneft entreaty, that he would undertake 
the defence of Beza againft its authors. Arminius was not 
averfe to the tafk, efpecially as Beza’s notions, from his long 
refidence in Geneva, were perfectly known to him. But 
after an attentive confideration of both fides of the queflion, 
after weighing every argument with that caution which the 
public declaration of his fentiments fo loudly demanded, he 
found, he had engaged in a tafk he was net equal to. In 
fhort, he was convinced, that the party he had undertaken to 
defend, were in the wrong, and that the people of De/f had 
only made ufe of the rights of humanity, in declaring their 
diffent from error, though advanced under the moft refpe&a- 
ble authority. He was convinced that Beza was miftaken, 
in afferting, that GOD, by an eternal decree of predeftjnati- 
on, had determined unconditionally to eleét to eternalkfajva- 
tion, thofe whom he had not yet created. Nor could he agree 
with thofe of De/f, who maintained, that GOD, having de- 
creed to create, and forefeeing the fall, yet had determined 
to eleét fome, without any antecedent reference to Chrift 
Jefus. He, on the other hand, thought with Me/andthon, 
and many more, that GOD, confidering man as created and 
fallen, had chofen to himfelf thofe, who, by a holy faith, 
would become obedient to the heavenly calling. Yet, it is 
not ftrange, that when Arminius afferted this, many a warm 
bigot endeavoured to reprefent as an innovator, one who 
diffented from the received doftrine of his .church. Al- 
though indeed, their confeffion of faith was then quite filent 
on thefe articles, Yet, notwithftanding many fecret.all ofh- 
ces done him; he ever lived in the utmodt affeétion and har- 
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mony with his colleagues of Amflerdam, Mean time, from 
others he underwent almoft continual perfecution, and was 
treated with the mofl flagrant injuftice. Thirty one articles, 
containing many things which he utterly denied, as well as 
the moft fenfelefs and wilful mifreprefentations of what he 
maintained, were circulated through //ol/and, as an exatt 
code of his doétrines. He more than once, in his anfwer, 
complains of his enemies making him a fool, as well as an 
heretic. The declaration of his opinions, which he {poke 
in an affembly of the States, ferves at once by faéts to evi- 
dence the-unfair ufage he met with, and to proclaim to the 
world as manly and rational a fyftem of diyinity, as any age 
or nation has produced. His uncommon mildnefs and for- 
bearance, rendered ftill more extraordinary by the age in 
which he lived, is apparent in every page of his writings. 
And his difputes with the celebrated Junius, and our Eng- 
lith Perkins, on the fubje& of predeftination, are, for the 
polite and generous manner in which he has conduéted 
them, an honour to human nature, 

On the lofs of Junius, and the elder Fre/catius, it was 
deemed neceflary to fupply their place in the college, with 
{ome profeffor, who might eftablifh its reputation. The eyes 
of all were prefently turned on Arminius. He had now ex- 
ercifed the minifterial funétion near fifteen years at Am/er- 
dam. It was not withaut repeated denials, and at the ear- 
neft requeft of fome of the moft refpeétable perfons in Hol- 
land, that the people of Am/erdam could be prevailed upon 
to part with a man, whom they fo highly efteemed. It was 
with the utmott difficulty, that the guardians of the col- 
Jege, together with fome of the moft celebrated Dutch 
minifters, deputed by the Prince of Orange, were able ta 
prevail on the congregation of paftors and elders, to {pare 
a man, whom they deemed fo great an honour to their 
fociety. Some, however, were found to caft invidious re- 
flections on his orthodoxy. The matter was therefore de- 
bated in the prefence of the guardians of the college 
and fome of the moft refpeétable divines. It was by 
them determined, that all refleGlions of that kind were un- 


jut, 










12 THE LIFE OF ARMINIUS. 


jufl, that he had made only a proper ufe of his: liberty 
of {peech in the pulpit, and that he had not, in any cafe, 
advanced any thing repugnant -to the religion of Jefus 
Chrift. He therefore fucceeded, in the year 1603, as 
profeflor of divinity in the place of Junius. There are 
yet extant, two teflimonials ; the one, from the church of 
Amfterdam, figned by its paftors; the other, in the name 
of the ciafs there, exprefling their approbati.n of his life 
and manners while among them, in the ftrongelt, and moft 
honourable terms. 

No fooner had he taken on him his new office, than he 
fet about correéting the depraved tafte of many of the ftu- 
dents in divinity, who, leaving the fcriptures, and thofe ne- 
ceffary truths which they unfold, had bufied themfelves in a 
variety of queftions, as unimportant, as they were abftrufe. 
While he cautioned them to bewareot that knowledge which 
puffeth up, he urged them to obtain that love which edifieth. 
Indeed, 1t was the conftant endeavour of his life, to reduce 
religion to. its primitive fimplicity; to poimt out the few 
truths which are neceflary to be believed, and to urge man- 
kind to believe them with the heart unto righteoufnefs. 

It had been reported at Leyden, that the profeffors in the- 
ology difagreeing in certain dotirinal poinis, a fynod would 
be neceflary to fettle the matter. This occafioned a public 
inftrument figned by the rector of the college, together with 
Arminius, Gomarus, and Frelcatius, declaring the perfeét 
unanimity of the profeflors in every thing fundamental. Yet 
this did not prevent the matter being taken fome time after 
into confideration by the States, which at length produced 
the famous fynod of Dort. In the mean time, Arminius, 
by a conftant attention to the bufinefs of his calling, and by 
too much ftudy, joined to that anxiety of mind which his 


particular fituation expofed him to, was feized by a danger-, 


ous illnefs.. At firft, he was incapable of attending to bufi- 
nefs; afterwards, having a little eafe at intervals, he remit 
ted nothing of his former diligence. \ He went repeatedly 
to the Hague, at the requeft of thofe in power, where he des 
livered before the States, that elegant compendium of his 
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opinions which we find in his works, under the title of d+- 
claratto Jfente ita. He exprefled great fatisfattion to his 
friends, in thus having an opportunjty of acquainting his 
rulers with kis genuine fentiments, being well aflured, that 
to have juflice done it, his caufe need only to be known. On 
his return, his difeafe again attacked him with {uch violence, 
that he was under a neceflity of declining another journey to 
the Hague, which had been appointed. He acquainted the 
States by a letter, that they fhould have his papers unfinilhed, 
as he was conftrained to leave them: that fo far from doubt- 
ing the truth of what he had advanced, he was more and 
more convinced, it was the fenfe of {cripture: And that he 
found himfelf perfettly at eafe, in the thought of rendering 
to GOD an account of thofe doétrines, which he had ever 
maintained. 

His difeafe now daily increafed, and foon acquired fufh- 
cient ftrength to baffle every attempt of the ableft phyficians. 
it feems, during his illnefs, his left eye became dim. Did 
not the hiftory of mankind afford us flrange inflances of the 
delufions of religious zeal, it could {carcely be credited, that 
this was, by many, deemed the juft judgment of God upon 
his heterodoxy: Yea, and fcripture was brought to prove it. 
What, faid they, is it not writtenin Zechariah, “* Wo to the 
2dol-fhepherd that leaveth the flock ; the {word fhall be upon 
his arm, and upon hes right eye ; his arm _fhall be clean dried 
up, and his right eye fhall be utterly darkened?’ Could any 
thing more exaétly {uit ? Only in the prefent cafe, it was 
the left eye. During his illnefs, he abated nothing of that 
cheerful, open manner, for which he was fo generally efleem- 
ed during his health. His pains were great; but fuftained 
by a hope full of immortality, they were not greater than 
he could bear with the utmoft patience and refignation. 
Finding that he was now beyond the reach of medicine; his 
phyficians defired him to fet his houfe in order, and give 
his laft commands. Willing, as far as might be, to obviate 
the unjuft judgment of thofe who abhorred him, on account 
of their difference in fentiment, me di€tated the following 


claufe, to be added to his will. “ Above all, I commesd 
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“ my fpirit to GOD, its faithful Creator and Saviour, before 
** whom I have walked in my profeffion and calling, with a 
* good confcience, in fimplicity and fincerity, I call him 
“to witnefs, that I have advanced nothing but what, after 
“ the moft attentive confideration, I have deemed the fenfe 
“ of fcripture : and that, in whatfoever I have advanced, I 
“ have had in view only to extend the knowledge of the reli- 
* gion of Chrift Jefus, the worfhip of GOD, andthe common 
“ holinefs and peace of all.” After repeating. fome devout 
ejaculations, he refigned with joy his foul into the hand of 
him who gave it. He died on the igth of O€tober 4609, 
in the 4gth year of his age. 

The judgment of a candid and pious Calvinift concerning 
this truly great man, you have in the life of Sir Henry Wotton, 
then provoft of Eaton college. ‘ In my travel toward Ve- 
nice,” fays Sir Henry, “as I paffed through Germany, | refted 
almoft a year at Leyden, where I entered into an acquain- 
tance with Arminius, then the profeflor of divinity in that 
univerfity; aman, much talked of in this age, which is made 
up of oppofition and controverfy. And indeed, if I miftake 
not Arminius in his expreffions, I differ from him in fome 
points. Yet I profefs my judgment of himto be, that he 
was a man of moft rare learning. And I knew him to be of 
a moft ftrict life, and of a moft meek fpirit. And that he 
was fo mild, appears by his propofals to Mr. Perkins, from 
whofe book, Of the order and caufes of falvation, Afminius 
took the occafion of writing fome queries to him, concerning 
the confequents of his doétrine, intending them to come 
privately to Mr. Perkens’s qwn hands, and to receive from 
him a like private, and a like loying an{wer. But Mr. 
Perkins died before thofe queries came to him. And it is 
thought, Armenius meant them to die with him; for though 
he lived long after, he forbore to pubiifh them. But his 
fons publifhed them fince his death. It is pity, if GOD had 
"fo pleafed, but Mr. Perdins had lived to fee and anfwer thofe 
propofals himfelf, for he was alfo of a moft meek fpirit ; 
and though, fince their deaths, many have undertaken to 
clear the controverfy ; yet they have rather fatisfied them- 
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felves, than convinced the diffenting party. And doubtlefs, 
many men, who may mean well, many {cholars, who may 
preach well, fhall never know, till they come to Heaven, 
where the queftions flick between Arminius and us. And 
yet they will be tampering with, and thereby perplexing the 
controverfy ; and therefore juflly feel the reproof of St. 
Jude, for being bu/y bodies, and for meddling with things 
they underfiand not.” 





rE —— 


An ACCOUNT of the SYNOD of DORT: 
Extraded from Gerard Brandt’s Hiftory of the Reformation 


an the Low-Countries. 





HE difputes concerning predeftination broke out in 
the Low-Countries, about the year 1580. They in- 
creafed till the year 1603, wherein Arminius was made pro- 
feffor of divinity at Leyden. After his death, in 1609, they 
ran higher and higher. The next year the favourers of 
Arminius, who were afraid of being opprefled by the Calvi. 
nifts, prefented a Remonftrance to the States of Holland. 
From hence they were called Remonfirants. 
The doétrine which they oppofed was this :—‘ I. GOD 
“‘ has ordained by an eternal and irrevocable decree, that 
“‘ certain men (without confidering their works) fhould be 
faved, and that the others, whofe number is much great- 
er, fhould be damned, without any regard, to their faith 
“or works. II. Or thus: GOD has confidered mankind, 
as being fallen in Adam: he has decreed to fave certain 
men by an effect of his mercy, and to leave the others 
under the curfe, as fo many examples of his juftice, with- 
out any regard to their faith, or unbelief. To this end, 
GOD ufes means, by virtue whereof the ele& are neceffa- 
rily faved, and the reprobate neceilarily damned. II. Con- 
“ fequently Chrift, the Saviour of the world, did not die for 
“* all men, but only for the eleé&t. IV. From whence it fol. 
“ lows, that the Spirit of GOD and Chrift works upon the 
* elect 
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“ ele& with an irrefiftible force, to make them believe, and 
“to fave them; and that a neceffary and fufficient grace is 
“ not given to the reprobate. V. That thofe, who have 
“once received true faith, can never lofe it wholly, how 
great foever their fins may be.” 

Their own doétrine was,—“1. GOD from all eternity has 
ele€ted to eternal life thofe, who believe in Chrift, and 
continue in faith and obedience ; and on the contrary, he 
refolved to reyeét unbelievers and impenitent finners. 
“ II. Confequently Jefus Chrift, the Saviour of the world, 
* died for all men, fo that he has obtained by his death their 
reconciliation and the forgivenefs of their fins ; but in fuch 
a manner, that.none but the faithful a€tually enjoy thofe 
“benefits. JI. Man cannot acquire faving faith of him- 
felf, or by the ftrength of his free-will ; but he wants for 
“ that purpofe the grace of GOD, through Jefus Chrift. 
1V. Grace is the caufe of the beginning, progrefs, and 
“completion of man’s falvation ; fo that no body can be- 
heve or perfevere in the faith, without that co-operating 
grace, and confequently all good works are to be afcribed 
“ to the grace of GOD in Jefus Chrift; but that grace is not 
“irrefifiible. V. The faithful have a fufficient ftrength, 
‘ through the divine grace, to oppofe Satan, the world, and 
* the fleth, and to overcome them. But thofe who have a 
“true faith, may neverthclefs fall by their own fault, and 
“ lofe faith wholly, and for ever.” 

In the year 1611, there were feveral conferences at the 
Hague on thefe heads, between fix Calvinift minifters and 
fix. minifters of the other party : but they proved unfuccefs- 
ful. The States of Holand having heard both parties, ex- 
horted them to tolerate one another. 

In the beginning of thofe conferences, the fix Calvinift 
minifters prefented to the States a Remonfirance, contrary to 
that which their adverfaries had prefented the foregoing year. 
From that time, the Calvinifts were called Contra-Remon- 
firants ; but more frequently, the Reformed. 

In 1613, Daniel Tilenus, a celebrated profeffor of divi- 
nity in the academy of Sedan, who had writ againft the doc- 
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trine of Arminius, altered his mind, and embraced. the opi- 
nions of the Remonttrants. 

In 1617, the king of Great-Britain exhorted the States- 
General of the United Provinces to calla national fynod, in 
order to determine the difputes between the Reformed 
and the Remonftrants. This advice was feconded by the 
tates of Zeland, Gelderland, Friezland, Groningen, Omme- 
lands, and Over-Y/fel. And it was approved in the affem- 
bly of the States-General, by the deputies of Zeland, Friez- 
land, Groningen, and the Ommelands, and by the greateft: part 
of thofe of Gelderland, notwithftanding the oppofition of Hol- 
land, Utrecht, and Quer-Yffl.. Not long after, viz. the goth 
of NovemLer, it was agreed that the fynod fhould meet. at 
Dort. And it was agreed that it fhould confiit of twenty- 
fix divines of the United Provinces, twenty-eight foreign 
divines, five profeffors of divinity, and fixteen laymen. 

Dr. George Carleton, bilhop of Landaff, and the other 
Englifh divines, being arrived at the Hague, were introdu- 
cedthe 5thof November into the aflembly of the ftates by the 
Englifh ambaffador : and were received with great marks of 
diétin&tion, The other Englifk divines were, Jofeph Hall, 
dean of Worcefler; John Davenant, profeffor of divinity, 
and mafter of Queen’s college at Cambridge; and Samuel 
Ward, arch-deacon of Taunton, and head of Sidney-college 
at Cambridge. Some time after, Walter Balcanqual, a Scotch 
divine, was added to them, to reprefent the churches of 
his couniry. King James atted only by reafons of ftate, 
and was rather an enemy to the perfons of the Remon- 
{trants, than to their doétrine. The fame may be faid of 
the prince of Orange. 


The toth of November, the divines of Geneva appear- 
ed in the affembly. 

The fynod began to meet on the 13th of November, 
1618, Balthazar Lydius,: minifier of Dort, preached in 
the morning, and Jeremy de Pours, minifter of the Walloon 
church of Mrddleburg, in the afternoon: they implored, 
God’s -blefling upon the fynod. Afterwards the commif. 
fioners of the fates, the profeffors of divinity, and the mi- 
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nifters and elders deputed to the fynod, went to the place 
appointed for their affembly. All the foreign divines were 
received by two commiffioners of the ftates in the name of 
all the others. The commiffioners took place on the 
right: hand. The Englifh divines fat on the left. The 
third place was appointed for the deputies of the Palatinate; 
the fourth for thofe of He/fe; the fifth, for the Sw2/s; the 
fixth, for thofe of Geneva’; the feventh, for the divines of 
Bremen; and the eighth, for thofe of Embden. The deputies 
of Naffau and Wetteravia were not arrived. The profef- 
fors of divinity took place next to the commiffioners, and 
then the minifters and elders of the country, according 
to the rank of each province. Thofe of the JMWalloon 
churches fat in the laft place. I have already named the 
Englifh divines. ‘Thofe of the Palatinate were, Abraham 
Scultet, Paul Toffanus, and Henry Altingius. Thofe of 
Heffe, George Cruciger, Paul Steentus, Danvel Angelocrator, 
and Rodolphus Goclemus. Thofe of Switzerland, Fohn- Fa- 
cob Breylingerus, Mark Rutinerjerus, Sebafttan Bechius, Wolf- 
gang Mayer, and Fohn-Conrad Cocchius.. Thofe of Geneva, 
John Diodati, and Theodore Tronchin. Thofe of Bremen, 
Matthias Martinus, Henry Iffelburgrus, and Lewis Croctus. 
Thofe of Embden, Daniel-Bernard Eilfhemius, and Rithus- 
Lucas Grimerhemius. The divines of Wetteravia, who took 
place afterwards between thofe of Switzerland and Geneva, 
were, Fohn-Henry Alfledius, and Fohn Bifierfeld. The 
divinity profeffors of Leyden, Groningen, Harderwick, and 
Middleburg, were, John Polyander, Francis Gomarus, An- 
tony Thyfus, and Antony Walaus. Sibrand Lubbert, pro- 
feffor at Franneker, arrived afterwards. The divines of 
the Uneted Provinces appeared in greater number than the 
States-General had ordered ; for, befides the five profef- 
fors, there were thirty-fix minifters, and twenty elders : 
without reckoning two Remonftrant minifters of the province 
of Utrecht, and an elder of the fame party. The foreign 
divines were precifely twenty eight; fo that the minifters 
of the United Prownces, being fuperior in number, might 
carry any thing. 

When 
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When the members of the aflembly had placed them- 
felves, Balthazar Lydius made a Latin prayer ; for it was 
thought neceffary to ufe that language in all the tranfacti- 
ons of the fynod, on account of the foreigners. That 
prayer being ended, the fame divine complimented the com- 
mifhioners of the ftates and the divines of foreign countries. 
Afterwards, Marten Gregorius, firft counfellor of the ceuncil 
of Gelderland, faluted the fynod. He was on that day prefident 
of the commiffioners the firft time. The latter appoint- 
ed Daniel Heinfius to be their fecretary: but this much 
difpleafed the Remonftrants: they faid, Daniel Henfus 
was prepoffeffed againft them ; and had little fkill in theo- 
logical matters. They complained alfo of the choice of 
the commiffioners, affirming that moft of them were 
their enemies; that they hardly had any knowledge of 
theology ; and that fome of them did not underftand La. 
tin. 

November 14, the prefident of the fynod, two afliftants, 
and two fecretaries were nominated. The prefident was, 
John Bogerman, minifter of Jeuwarden. His afliftants 
were, Jacob Rowland, minifter of Amflerdam, and Herman 
Faukelius, minilter of Middleburg. The fecretaries were, 
Sebaftian Damman, minifter of Zutphen, and Feftus Hom- 
meus, minifter of Leyden. That elef&tion was made by the 
divines of the United Provinces; the Remonftrants were 
much difpleafed with it ; for they looked upon thefe five di- 
vines as their profeffed enemies, efpecially Bogerman, who 
afirmed, that heretics ought to be put to, death. 

The fame day feveral credential letters were read in this 
{efon. The deputies of Geneva, produced their commif- 
fion, written in the name of the minifters of their church, 
and the profeffors of their academy. 

November 15, it was debated in what manner ihe Re- 
monttrants fhould be called to the {ynod ; and declared it 
would be fufficient to fummon fome Remonttrants to ap- 
pear within a few days. 

November 16, the letters of fummons were read and ap- 
proved. The Remonftrant deputies of Utrecht, who fat 
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in the fynod, having obferved that Epi/copius was in the 
lift of the cited perfons, faid, he fhould appear in the af- 
fembly, as a member of the fynod, fince he had been cal- 
Jed to it by the ftates of Holland; and confequently that 
he fhould not be fummoned as a party. ‘The moderator 
anfwered, that the commiffioners of the ftates thought 
fit to fummon him ; and advifed thofe deputies te make no 
oppofition againft it. 

The fame day three deputies of the body of Remon- 
ftrants attended by Epzfcopius arrived at Dort, they requeft- 
ed the commiffioners of the ftates, that the Remonftrants 
might be allowed to fend to the fynod a certain number of 
perfons, whom they themfelves fhould chufe, to defend 
their caufe. The commiflioners anfwered them, that the 
fynod had refolved to cite Epz/copius and fome other Re- 
monftrants. The three deputies replied, that it was un- 
reafonable to fummon divines who were willing to come 
of their own motion. At laft they reque%ed, that the 
fummons fhould be dire€ted to the whole body of the Re- 
monftrants ; that they might fend fuch perfons as they 
fhould think beft qualified for the defence of their caufe. This 
fecond requelt was not granted any more than the firft. 
The Remonftrants complained, that they were cited like 
criminals, before a fynod confifting of their enemies; and 
that the fynod pretended to judge of their doftrine, with- 
out entering upona difpute with divines of their own chu- 
fing. The fynod maintained that the Remonftrants had 
formerly knocked at a wrong door, by applying themfelves 
to the ftates of Holland; and that it was time they fhould 
appear before the fupreme ecclefiaftical tribunal of the Unit- 
ed Provinces. They then named thofe three deputies, 
Efufcopius and fome other Remonftrant minifters, and fum- 
moned them td appear before the fynod, within a fort- 
night. 

November 19, in the fixth feffion the fynod propofed to 
get the bible tranflated into Dutch. 

November 20, the deputies of Great-Britain told the 
aflembly, what rules king James had prefcribed for pub- 
lifhing a new edition of the bible in Englz/h. The 
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The fame day, in this feflion, it was refolved by moft 
of the members, that a new tranilation of the bible fhould 
be made; but that in order to avoid the fcandal, which 
might arife from too great an alteration, the old tranilation 
fhould be preferved as much as pofhble. 

November 21, 22, in thefe feffions it was debated, 
whether the apocryphal books fhould be tranflated, and ad- 
ded to the canonical books: it was agreed, they fhould 
be inferted at the end of the bible. 

November 23, the afflembly confidered, whether the 
tranflators fhould be confined toa certain time. It was 
carried in the negative. 

The fame day, Yokn Hales, chaplain to the Englifh 
ambaffador, came to Dort, in order to know what patied 
in the fynod, and give notice of it to that ambafflador. 

There was a great debate, whether the word thou, or 
you, fhould be ufed in praying to God. The word thon 
was like to carry it; but at laft the majority of votes was 
for the word you. 

November 26, the tranflators were appointed by the fy- 
nod. 

November 27, the afiembly took into confideration the 
manner of catechizing. The laft national fynod had or- 
dered the minifters to explain the T[ezdelberg catechifm 
in their afternoon-fermons. That decree was not execu- 
ted in feveral places. Moft of the members of the pre- 
fent fynod declared, that the cuftom of explaining the 
catechifm every Sunday fhould be introduced into all! 
churches. 

November 28, the fynod went on with their debate, a- 
bout the manner of catechizing children. 

November 29, the dean of Worcefler preached upon thefe 
words of heelsfahes: chap. vii. verfe 16. Be not righteous o- 
ver much, netther mak e thy/elf overwife. He faid, “ that there 
** were too forts of theology, one fcholattic, and the other 
adapted to mean capacities; that the firft made a dif- 
puter, and the fecond a chriftian; and, confequently, that 
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the latter was preferable to the former; that it has 
“ been rightly obferved by fome body, that the doétrine 
of Predeflination is much the fame thing in theology, 
** as Algebra w arithmetic; thatif St. Pau/ fhould come 
into the worid again, he would not underftand the fub- 
“ til difputes. between the Jefuits and the Dominicans ; 
that the modern theology was like the quantity of ma- 
thematicians, which is divifible zn izafinitum.’ The 
preacher concluded with an exhortation to peace. “ Pro- 
*““.mote peace, fardhe, We are all brethren. Why then 
* fhould we ufe the injurious words Calvznzffs and Ar- 
“ minians? We are all chriftians, let us be of one mind,” 

November 30, it was ordered, that there fhould be three 
different catechifms; one for families, another for {chools, 
and a third for churches, 

December 1, and g, in thefe two feflions, the affembly 
fpoke of the baptifm of the children of heathens, and ex- 
amined how ftudents of divinity fhould be exercifed, to 
qualify them for the holy miniftry. 

December 4, the fynod made the following decree, That it 
was not lawful for ftudents of divinity to adminiftex baptifm, 

December 5, the aflembly ordered, that adult heathens 
fhould be inftru&ed and baptifed, if they defired it ; and that 
the children of heathens fhould not be admitted to baptifm. 

December 6. The thirteen Remonftrants, who had been 
fummoned, came to Dort the 5th of December, and the next 
day were mtroduced into the fynod by their brethren of 
Utrecht, and fat near a long table in the middle of the hall. 
The moderator called them reverend, famous, and excellent 
brethren in Jefus Chrift. Epifcoprus, who was their {pokef- 
man, faluted the commuffioners and divines. He faid, that 
the Remonftrants were come to defend their caufe, in the 
prefence of that venerable allembly, by reafons grounded up- 
en the Word of GOD; or to be better inftruéted by the fame 
Word. He added, that the cited minifters, being arrived 
late the day before, requefled a little more time to make 
themielves ready to enter into a conference about the articles 
in queftion. After that difcourfe, the Remonflrants went 
out, 
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out. The fynod refolved to make them appear the next day. 
Polyander {aid, the Remonttrants fhould be told, they had 
not been cited to enter into a conference, but to propofe their 
opinions, and fubmit them to the judgment of tne fynod. 
The Remonftrants were fent for, and told by the prefident, 
that the fynod met to judge them, and not to confer with 
them. 

The fame day, the Remonftrants vifited the foreign di- 
vines, to defire their good offices. Mott of thofe divines 
received them civilly. Some deplored their condition : 
others appeared prepoffeffed againft them, partucularly Dzo- 
datt of Geneva. 

December 7, the Remonftrants being come into the af- 
fembly, Epr/copius defired leave to {peak. He made a dif- 
courfe for an hour and an half, and pronounced it with great 
fleadinefs. That difcourfe was heard attentively: feveral 
perfons were extremely moved with ity and fhed tears. Mr. 
Hales writ to the Englifh ambafflador, that it was a {trong 
and lively difcourfe, and that Epzfcopeus had {poke with all 
the gracefulnefs of an able orator, 

Then the moderator, and the minifters and elders of the 
Umted Provinces, took the following oath : 

“I promife, before GOD, in whom I believe, and whom 
“ I worfhip, as being prefent in this place, and as being the 
“* fearcher of hearts, that, during the courfe of the affairs of 
* this fynod, which will examine and decide not only the 
five points, and all the difficulties refulting from them, but 
alfo any other doétrine, I fhall ufe no human writing, but 
‘ only the Word of GOD, which isan infallible rule of faith. 
“ And during all thofe difcuffions, I fhall only aim at the 
“ glory of GOD, the peace of the church, and, efpecially, 
“ the prefervation of the purity of do€trine. Thus help me, 
“my Saviour Jefus Chrift! I befeech him to affift me with 
“his Holy Spirit !” 

That oath was not tendered to the Remonftrant deputies 
of Utrecht. All the foreign divines took it, except the Swe/s, 
who alledged upon that head fome inftruétions of their fove- 
reigns. Several perfons were furprized, that this oath was 
not 
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not adminiftered at the opening of the fynod, but put off ull 
the XXIIId feflion, after feveral decrees were made, and 
many matters decided. They fufpeéted, it was with a defign 
to exclude the Remonftrants of Utrecht ; for, if they had 
taken the oath at the opening of that aflembly, it would have 
been difficult to difmifs them, when the other Remonftrants 
appeared, without fhowing great partiality. It was fur- 
ther faid that, af the fynod had turned them out from the be- 
ginning, fuch a ftep would have difcovered their prejudices. 
But when the affair of the Remonflrants was to be examin- 
ed,: it was agreed, the prefence of thofe of Utrecht would be 
dangerous, becaufe they would defend the caufe of the other 
Remonttrants, and impart to them every thing that fhould 
be tranfatted. In order to oblige the Remonftrants of 
ttrecht to leave the fynod, their credential letters were ex- 
amined anew; which gave occafion to believe tha: the fyned 
did always defign to ¢xclude them from the aflembly. 

December 8, there were great debates upon this. head, 
The next day, which was Sunday, the minifters preached 
violently againft the Remonftrants. 

December 10. This day the prefident ordered the Remon- 
firants to give im writing their fentiments about the five 
points. Ep fcopus defired, that the Remonftrants miyht 
have leave to deliver to the aflembly a writing, which was to 
be examined in the firft place. That writing confifted of 
two parts. In the firft, the Remonfrants faid, that they 
did not acknowledge the members of the fynod to be their 
lawful judges, becaufe moft of them, except the foreign di- 
vines, were their profeffed enemtes. The fecond part of 
that writing mentioned twelve conditions neceflary to con- 
firxute a true fynod. The reading that piece lafted above 
two hours, and tired many members of the allembly. The 
affembly was much dilpleafed with that memorial. The mo- 
derator exhorted them to fubmit to the judgment of the fynod. 
They afked him, whether the Reformed would fubmit to the 
judgment of a fynod, confifting of Lutherans? The prefident 
did not an{wer that queftion ; but, ufing his authority, com- 
manded filence. Indeed, whenever he found himfelf per- 
plexed 
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plexed, he ufed to cry, fometimes, Sates eff, fufficit, That's 
enouch; and fometimes, Exete, Go out. 

The fame day, the moderator told the Remonftrants, that 
they were too audacious, and too infolent, to reject the au- 
thority of fuch an afflembly ; that their prefent condition 
was very different from the former ; that the ftate of affairs 
was altered; that they fhould comply with the time, and be- 
have themfelves with humility. ‘The Remonftrants conti- 
nued to declare, that they would not be judged by their ad- 
verfaries. 

December 11. They made their apology, and protefted 
again{t the jurifdiétion of the fynod. 

During this whole feffion, the Remonftrants were fhut 
up ina room, fo that none could tell them what paffed in 
the fynod. The doors were generally locked up; and they 
were obferved by two or three door-keepers, to prevent their 
converfing with any body. ‘ 

December 12. The Remonftrants received a new repri- 
mand about their proteftation. 

The fame day, they were ordered to obey the fynod. 
The aflembly made a great noife. Daniel Heinfrus flruck 
the table feveral times, as hard as he could, faying, Will 


you obey or not? Notwithftdnding this they perfilted in 


their refufal. Afterwards, they were allowed to withdraw; 
and after they had conferred together, they came again in- 
to the aflembly, and faid, ““ We have confidered the refo- 
‘“jution of the commiffioners of their high mightinelles 
‘‘ the States-General, and have agreed to an{wer, that with- 
out prejudice to the liberty of confcience, and the right 
of judging whether this fynod be a lawful aflembly, we are 
ready to propofe our fentiments about the five points, 
and to explain and defend them; and in cafe we have 
any thing elfe to objeét, we fhall fet it down in writing, 
with the reafons of our doubts.” T hey were then required 


to prefent in writing, the mext day, their remarks upon 
the firft point*. 
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ORIGINAL SERMONS 


BY THE 


Rev. JOHN WESLEY, M.A. 
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SERMON IL 


On 1 TIMOTHY, Vi. 9. 


They that will be rich, fall into temptation and a fnare, and 
into many foolifh and hurtful defires, which drown men in 
deftruftion and perditron. 


1. OW innumerable are the ill confequences which 

have followed from men’s not knowing, or not 
confidering this great truth! And how few are there even 
in the chriftian world, that either know or duly confider 
it! Yea, how {mall is the number of thofe even among real 
chriftiens, who underftand and lay it to heart! Moft of thefe 
too pafs it very lightly over, {carce remembering there is 
fuch a text inthe bible. And many put fuch a conftruc- 
tion upon it, as makes it of no mannner of effeét. “ They 
that will be rich, fay they, that is, will be rich at all events, 
who will be rich right or wrong ; that are refolved to car- 
ry their point, to compafs this end, whatever means they 
ufe to attain it ; they fall into temptation, and into all the evils 
enumerated by the apoftle.” But truly if this were all the 
meaning of the text, it might as well have been out of 
the bible. 

2. This is fo far from being the whole meaning of the 
text, that it is no part of its meaning. The apoftle does 
not here fpeak of gaining riches unjuftly, but of quite 
another thing : his words are to be taken in their plain ob- 
vious fenfe, without any reftri€tion or qualification what- 
foever. St. Paul does not fay, “ They that will be 
rich by evil means, by theft, robbery, oppreflion or 
extortion, they that will be rich by fraud or difhonett 



























——._ 


= - #7 &*& 4 © f.* o 








A SERMON ON 1 TIM. Vi, 9. 27 


art, but fimply, they that will be rich: thefe, allowing, 
fuppofing the means they ufe to be ever fo mnocent, 


fall into temptation and a fnare, and into many foolifk 


and hurtful defires, which drown men in deftruclion and 
perditzon. 

3. But who believes that ? Who receives it as the 
truth of God? Who is deeply convinced of 1? Who 
preaches this ? Great is the company of preachers at this 
day, regular and irregular. But who of them all, openly 
and explicitly, preaches this ftrange doétrine? It is the keen 
obfervation of a great man, * The pulpit isa fearful preacher’s 
ftrong-hold.” But who, even in his ftrong-hold, has the 
courage to declare fo unfafhionable a truth? Ido not re- 
member, that in threefcore years, I have heard one fer- 
mon preached upon this fubjeét. And what author with- 
in the fame term, has declared it from the prefs ? At leaft in 
the Englifh tongue? Ido not know one, Ihave neither 
feen nor heard of any fuch author. I have feen two or 
three who juft touch upon it; but none that treats of 
it profefledly. I have myfelf frequently touched upon 
it in preaching, and twice in what I have publifhed to the 
world: once in explaining our Lord’s fermon on the mount, 
and once in the difcourfe on the Mammon of Unrightcoufne/s. 
But I have never yet either publifhed or preached any 
fermon exprefly upon the fubjeét. It is high time I fhould: 
that I fhould at length fpeak as ftrongly and explicitly 
as I can, in crder to leave a full and clear teftimony be- 
hind me, whenever it pleafes GOD to call me hence. 

4- O that GOD would give me to {peak right and for- 
cable words ! and you to receive them in honeft and humble 
hearts! Let it not be faid, They fit before thee as my peo- 
ple, and they hear thy words: but they will not do them. 
Thou art unto them as one that hath a pleafant voice, and can 
play well on an inftrument : for they hear thy words, but they 
do them not! O that ye may not be forgetful hearers, but 
doers of the word, that ye may be bleffed in your deed! 
In this hope I thall endeavour, 


Firft, 
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Firft, to explain the apoftle’s words. And, 
Secondly, to apply them. 


But O! who is fufficient for thefe things ? Who is able 
to ftem the general torrent ? To combat all the prejudices, 
not only of the vulgar, but of the learned and the religi- 
cus world? Yet nothing is too hard for GOD! Still his 
grace is fufficient for us. In his name then, and by his 
ftrength, 1 will endeavour, 


I. To exnlain the words of the apoftle. 


1. And, firft, let us confider, What it is to be rich ? 
What does the apoftle mean by this expreffion ? 

The preceding verfe fixes the meaning of that. Having 
food and raiment (literally coverings ; for the word includes 
lodging as well as clothes) let us be therewith content. But 
they that wll be rich, that is, who will have more than 
thefe, more than food and coverings—it plainly follows, 
whatever is more than thefe, is, in the fenfe of the apoftle, 
riches: whatever is above the plain necefflaries, or (at moit) 
conveniencies of life, whoever has fufficient food to eat, 
and raiment to put on, with a place where to lay his head, 
and fomething over, is rich. 

2. Let us confider, fecondly, what is implied in that 
expreffion, They that will be rich. And does not this im- 
ply, firft, They that defire to be rich, to have more than 


food and coverings; they that ferioufly and deliberately | 


defire more than food to eat and raiment to put on, and a 
place where to lay their head, more than the plain necef- 
faries and conveniencies of life ? All at leaft who allow 
themfelves in this defire, who fee no harm in it, defre 
tc be rech. 

3. And fo do, fecondly, all thofe that calmly, deliberately, 
and of fet purpofe endeavour after more than food and cover- 
zngs: that aim at and endeavour after, not only fo much 
worldly fubftance, as will procure them the neceflaries and 
conveniencies of life, but more than this, whether to lay it 
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up, or to lay it out in fuperfluities. All thefe undeniably 
prove their defre to be rich, by thew weRaeneere alter it. 

4. Muft we not, thirdly, rank among thofe that defre to 
be rich, all that in fat, day up treafures on earth: a thing 
as exprefly and clearly forbidden by our Lord, as eithe: 
aduliery or murder. ‘It is allowed, 1. That we are tu 
provide neceflaries and conveniencies for thofe of our own 
houfehold: 2. That men in bufinefs are to lay up as much 
as is neceflary for the carrying on of that bufinefs. 3. That 
we are to leave our children what will fupply them with 
neceflaries and conveniencies after we have left the world; 
and 4. That we are to provide things honeft in the fight 
of all men, fo as to owe no man any thing. But to lay 
up any more, when this is done, is what our Lord has flat. 
ly forbidden. When it is calmly and deliberately done, 1t 
is a clear proof of our defiring to be rich. And thus to 
lay up money, is no more confiflent with a good confcience, 
than to throw it into the fea. 

5- We muft rank among them, fourthly, all who po!- 
fefs more-of this world’s goods, than they ufe according to 
the will of the donor; I fhould rather fay of the proprie- 
tor, for he only /ends them to us: or to {peak more ftrict- 
ly, entrufés them to us as ftewards ; referving the proprie- 
ty of them to himfelf. And indeed he cannot poffibly do 
otherwife, feeing they are the work of his hands; he is 
and muft be, the poffeffor of heaven and earth. This is 
his unalienable right ; a right he cannot diveft himfelf of. 
And together with that portion of his goods, which he 
hath lodged in our hams, he has delivered tous a writing, 
{pecitying the purpofes for which he has entrufled us with 
them. If therefore we keep mae of them in our hands, 
than is neceffary for the preceding purpofes, we certainly 
fall under the charge of defiring to be rich : over and above 
that we are guilty of burying our Lord’s talent in the earth - 
and on that account are liable to be pronounced wicked, be- 
caufe unprofitable fervants. 

6. Under this imputation of defiring to be rich, fall, fifthly, 
all lovers of money. The word properly means, thofe that a-- 
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ed 


“ight 1x money, thofe that take pleafure in it, thofe that fee 
their happinefs therein, that brood over their gold and fil. 
ver, bills.or bonds, Such was the man defcribed by the fine 
Roman painter, who broke out into that natural foliloguy, 
Populus me foilat, at mihr plaudo 

Ipfe domi quoties nummgs contemplor in area*, 

If there are any yices which are aat natural to man, I 
flould imagine, this was one: as money of itfelf does not 
feem to gratify any natural delire or appetite of the human 
mind: and as during an obfervation of fixty years, 1 do 
not remember one inflance, of a man given up to the love 





of money, till he had negietted to employ this precious ta- 
lent, according to the will of his mafter. After this, fin was 
punithed by fin, and this evil {pirit was permitted to enter 
into him. 

7- But befide this grofs fort of covetoufnels, the love of 
money, there is a more refined fpecies of covetoufnels, 
mentioned by the great apoftle, wasongia: which literally 
means, a defire of having more, more than we have already. 
And thofe alfo who are guilty of this, come under the deno- 
mination of, chey that wall be rich. It 1s true, that this defire, 
under proper refiriclions, is innocent : nay commendable. 
But when it exceeds the bounds, (and how difficult is it not 
to exceed them?) then it comes under the prefent cenfure, 

8. But whois able to receive thefe hard fayings ? Who 
can believe that they are the great truths of GOD? Not ma- 
ny wife; not many noble; not many famed for learning ; 
none indeed who are not taught of GOD: and who are 
they whom GOD teaches ? Let our Lord anfwer, Jf any 
man be willing to do his well, he fhall know of the doc- 
trine whether it be of God. Thofe who are otherwife mind- 
ed, will be fo far from receiving it, that they will not be 
able to underftand it. Two as fenfible men as moftin Eng- 
land, fat down together fome time fince, toread over and 
confider that plain difcourfe, on Lay not up for your/clves 
treafures upon earth. Afier much deep confideration, one 

of 





* The populace hifs at me, bat I applaud myfelf as often as at home! 
contemplate my money in the chet, 
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A SERMON 


of them broke out, “ Pofitively I cannot underftand it. Pray, 
do you underftand it, Mr. L?” Mr. L. honeftly replied, 
“ Indeed not I. I cannot conceive what Mr. W. means. 
I can make nothing at all of it.” So utterly blind 1s our 
natural underftanding, touching the truth of GOD! 

9. Having now explained the former part of the text, 
They that will be rich, and pointed out in the cleareft man- 
ner I could, the perfons fpoken of: I will now endea- 
vour, GOD being my helper, to explain what 1s fpoken 
of them, They fall into temptation and a’ fnare, and into 
many foolifh and hurtful defires which drown men tn de- 
Jtruttion and perdition. 

10. They fail into temptation. ‘This feems to mean much 
more than fimply, they are tempted. They enter wnto the temp- 
tation : they fall plump down into it. The waves of it com- 
pafs them about, and cover them all over. Of thofe who 
thus enter into temptation, very few efcape out of it. And 
the few that do, are forely fcorched by it, though not 
utterly confumed. If they efcape at all, it 1s with the fkin 
of their teeth, and with deep wounds that are not eafily 
healed. 

11. They fall, fecondly, into a fnare, the fnare of the 
devil, which he hath purpofely fet in their way. I believe 
the Greek word properly means a gin, a fteel-trap, which 
fhews no appearance of danger. - But as foon as any crea- 
ture touches the fpring, it fuddenly clofes, and either crufh- 
es its bones in pieces, or configns it to inevitable ruin. 

12. They fall, thirdly, znto many foolifh and hurtful de- 
fires: avesrovs: filly, fenfelefs, fantaftic: as contrary to 
reafon, to found underftanding, as they are to religion : 
hurtful, both to body and foul, tending to weaken, yea de- 
flroy every gracious and heavenly temper ; deftruétive of 
that faith which is of the operation of GOD; of that hope 
which is full of immortality ; of love to GOD and to our 
neighbour, and of every good word and work. 

13. But what defires are thefe ? This is a moft important 
queftion, and deferves the deepeft confideration. 
’ In 
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In general, they may all-be fummedap in one, The de- 
firing happanefs out of GOD. This includes direéily or 
remotely, every tooliuh and hurtful defire. St. Paul ex- 
prefies it by sevsag the creature more than the Creator : and 
by being /owers of plea/ure more than lovers of Ged. In par- 
ticular, they.are (to ufe the exatt and beautiful enumerati- 
on.ot St. Jahn) the defre of the fizfh, the defere of the eyes, 
and the parde of fe: all ot which, the defre of riches natu- 
tally tends beth to beget and to increafe. 

14. Jhedefire of the flefh is generally rvnderftood in far 
too narrow a.meaning. It does not as is commonly fuppo- 
fed, refer to one of the fenfes only, but takes.in all the 
pleafures, of fenfe, the gratification of any of the outward 
fenfes... It has, .referemce to the éefe in particular. How 
many thoufands do we find at this day, in whom the ra- 


ling principle is the defire to enlarge the pleafure of ¢a/long ? 


Perhaps they do not gratify this defire ina grofs manner, 
fo as to incur the imputation of intempcrance,;. much lefs 
fo as to violate health or impair their underftanding by glut- 
tony or drumkennefs. But they live ima genteel, regular 
fenfuality, 1m an elegant epicurifm, which does not hurt the 
hedy but. only defiroys the foul, keepmg it at.a diftance 
rem. all true religion. 

#5- Experience fhews, that the imagination is grotified 
chietly by means of the eye. Therefore the defrre of the eyes, 
im its.natural fenfe is, the defiring and feeking happinefs.in 
gratifying the, magination. Now the imagination is grati- 
fied exsher by grandeur, by beauty, or by novelty : chiefly 
by the laf; for neither grand nor beautiful objeéts pleafe, 

any longer than they are new. 

26. Seeking happinefs in learning, of wanes kind, 
falls-under the defire of the eyes; whether it be in hiftory, 
languages, .poetry, or any-branch of natural or experimen- 
tal philofophy : yea, and we muft include the feveral kinds 
of learning, fuch as geometry, algebra, and metaphyfics. For 
af our fupveme delight be in any of thefe, we are herein 
gratifying the defire of the eyes. 


17. The 
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17. The pride of life (whatever elfe that very uncom- 
mon expreflion 4 daaZortia vov Biov may mean) feems to im- 
ply chiefly, the defre of honour, of the efteem, admirati- 
on and applaufe of men: as nothing more direétly tends 
both to beget and cherifh pride, than. the honour that com- 
eth of men. And as riches attraét much admiration, and 
occafion much applaufe, they proportionably minifter food 
for pride, and fo may alfo be referred to this head. 

18. Defre of eae, is another of thefe foolifh and hurt- 
ful defires: defire of avoiding every crofs, every degree of 
trouble, danger, difficulty ; a defire of flumbering out life, 
and going to heaven (as the vulgar fay) upon a feather- 
bed. Every one may obferve how riches firft beget, and 
then confirm and increafe this defire, making men more 
and more foft and delicate, more unwilling, and indeed 
more unable, to take up their crofs daily, to endure hard- 
Slap as good foldiers of F-fus Chrift, and to take the hing- 
dom of heaven by violence. 

19. Riches either defired or poffeffed, naturally lead to 
fome or other of thefe foolifh and hurtful defires; and by 
affording the means of gratifying them all, naturally tend to 
increafe them. And there is a near connexion between un- 
holy defires, and every other unholy paffion and temper. 
We eafily pafs from thefe to pride, anger, bitternefs, envy, 
malice, revengefulnefs ; to an headfirong, unadvifeable, un- 
reproveable {pirit : indeed to every temper that is earthly, 
fenfual, or devilifh. All thefe the defire or poflefion of 
riches naturally tends to create, flrengthen and increafe. 

20, And by fo doing, in the fame proportion as they 
prevail, they puerce men through with many forrows: for- 
rows from remorfe, from a guilty confcience : forrows flow- 
ing from all the evil tempers which they infpire or increafe : 
forrows infeparable from thofe defires themfelves, as every 
unholy defire is an uneafy defire; and forrows from the 
contrariety of thofe defires to each other, whence it is im- 
poffible to gratify them all. And in the end they drown the 
body in pain, difeafe, de/trudfion, and the foul in everlaft- 
ing perdttion, 

E. IJ. 1, Iam, 
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_Il. 1. Iam, in the fecond place, to apply what has been 
faid. And this is the principal point. For what avails the 
clearcft knowledge, even of the moft excellent things, even 
of the things of GOD, if it go no farther than fpeculation, 
if it be not reduced to praétice ? He then that hath ears to 
hear, let him hear! And what he hears, let him inftantly 
put in practice. O that GOD would give me the thing which 
I long for! That, before I go hence and am no more f{een, 
I may fee a people wholly devoted to GOD, crucified to the 
world, and the world crucified to them! A people truly given 
up to GOD, in body, foul, and fubftance ! How cheerfully 
fhouid 1 then fay, Now dette? thou thy fervant depart in peace ! 

_ 9. LT afk then, in the name of GOD, who of you defire to 
be rich? Which of you, (afk your own hearts in the fight of 
GOD) ferioufly and deliberately defire (and perhaps applaud 
yourfelves for fo doing, as no fmall inftance of your pru- 
dence) to have more than food to eat, and raiment to put on; 
and a houle to cover you? Who of you defires to have 
more than the plain neceffaries and conveniencies of Tife ? 
pee Confider ! What are you doing ? Evil is before you ! 
Will you rufh upon the point of a fword? By the grace of 
GOB ivr and Jive ! trea tie egg 


EX 


"9. By the fame ‘authority I afk, who of icy are endea, 
‘gourshg to be rich? To procure for yourfelves more than 
the plain neceffaries and conveniencies of life? Lay, each 
of you, your hand to your heart, and ferioufly inquire, am 1 
of that number? Am I labouring, not only for what I want, 
but for more than I want ? May the Spirit of GOD fay to 
every one, whom it concerns, “ Thou art the man !” 
-* T afk, thirdly, who of you are in fat, laying up for your- 
Selves trea/ures upon earth? Increafing in goods ? Adding, 
as fait as you can, houfe to houfe, and field to field ? As long 
as thou thus doft well unto thy/elf, men will /peak good of thee. 
They will call thee a wz/e, a prudent man! A man that minds 
the main chance. Such is, and always has been the wifdom 
of the world! But COD faith unto thee, “ Thou fool! art 
thou not éreafuring up to thyfelf wrath againft th- day of 
wrath, and revelation of the righteous judgment of GOD ?” 
5. Perhaps 
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5. Perhaps you will afk, But do not you yourfelf advife, 
** To gain all we can, and to fave all we can?” And is it 
poflible to do this, without both defring and endeavouring to 
be rich ? Nay, fuppofe our endeavours are fuccefsful, with- 
out aétually daying up trea/ures upon earth ? 

I anfwer, it is poflible. You may gain all you can, with. 
out hurting either your foul or body : you may fave all you 
can, by carefully avoiding every needleis expence ; and yet 
never lay up treafures an earth, nor either defire or endea- 
vour fo to do. 

6. Permit me to {peak as freely of myfelf, as I would of 
another man, I gain ail I can, (namely by writing) with- 
out hurting either my foul or body, I fave all J can, not 
willingly wafting any thing, not a fheet of paper, net.a cup 
of water, Ido not lay out any thing, not a fhilling, unlefs 
as a facrifice to God. Yet by giving all J can, 1 am effec- 
tually fecused from laying up treafures upon carth, Yea, 
and I am fecyred from either defiring or endeavouring it, as 
long as J give all J can. And that 1 do this, } call all that 
know me, both friends and foes, to teftify. 

7. But fome may fay, “ Whether you endeayour it or no, 
you are undeniably rich. You have more than the neceffa- 
ries of life.” LI bave, But the apoftle dogs not fix the 
charge barely on poffc/ing any quantity of goods, but on 
poflefing more than we employ according to the will of 
the donor. 

Two and forty years ago, having a defire to furnith poor 
people with cheaper, fhorter, and plainer books than any I 
had feen, 1 wrote many fall traéts, generally a penny a- 
piece; and afterwards feveral larger. Some of thefe had 
fuch a fale as I never thought of ; and by this means I un- 
awares became rich, But I never defired or endeavoured 
after it. And now that it is come upon me unawares, I lay 
up no treafures upon garth ; I lay up nothing at all. My 
defire, and endeavour in this refpeét is, to “ wind my bottom 
a the year.” I cannot help leaving my books behind 
me, whenever GOD calls me hence. But in every other 
refpe&t, my own hands will be my executors, | 


$, Herein, 
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8. Herein, my brethren, let you that are rich, be‘even as 
Iam. Do you that poffefs more than food and raiment 
afk, “* What fhall we do ? Shall we throw into the fea, what 
GOD hath given us ?” GOD forbid that you fhould! It is 
an excellent talent : it may be employed much to the glory 
of GOD. Your way lies plain before your face, if you | 
have courage, walk in it. Having gained (in a right fenfe) 
all you can, and faved all you can; im fpite of nature, and 
cuftom, and worldly prudence, give all you can. Ido not 
fay, “ Bea good Jew,” giving a tenth of all that you pof.- 
fefs. Ido not fay, “ Be a good Pharifee,” giving a fifth 
of all your fubdance. I dare not advife you, to give half 
of what you have; no, nor three quarters, but all! Lift up 
your hearts, and you will fee clearly, in what fenfe this is to 
be done. “If youdefire to be a farthful and a wife Reward, 
out of that portion of your Lord’s goods, which he has for | 
the prefent lodged in your hands, but with the right of re- 
fumption whenever it pleafeth him, 1. Provide things need- 
ful for yourfelf; food to eat, raiment to put on ; whatever 
nature moderately requires, for preferving you both in health 
and firength: 9. Provide thefe for your wife, your children, 
your fervants, or any others who pertain to your houfehold. 
If, when this is done, there is an overplus leit, then do good 
to them that are of the houfehold of faith. \ \f there be an 
overplus fill, as you have opportumty, do good unto ali men. 
In fo doing, you give all you can: nay, in a found fenfe, 
all you have. For all that is laid out in this manner, is real- 
ly given toGOD. You render unto GOD the things that 
are GOD’s, not only by what you give to the poor, but alfo 
by that which you expend in providing things needful for 
yourfelf and your houfehold*,” 

9g. O ye Methodifis, hear the word of the Lord! I have 
a meffage from GOD to all men ; but to you above all. For 
above forty years 1 have been a fervant to you and to your 
fathers. And I have not been as a reed fhaken by the wind: 
] have not varied in my teflimony. | have teftified to you | 
the very fame thing, from the firit day even until now. But 

whe 


* Works, vol. 4. page 56. 
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who hath believed our report ?. 1 fear not many rich, I fear 
there is need to apply to fome of you thofe termible words of 
the apoftle, Go to now, ye mch men! weep and howd for the 
miferies which fhall come upon you. Your gold and fiver is 
cankered, and the ruft of them fhall axtnefs agatnfl you, and 


* Shall eat your flefh, as it were fire. Certainly it will, unlefs 


ye both fave all you can, and give all you can. But who 
of you hath confidered this, fince you firft heard the will of 
the Lord concerning it? Who is now détermined to con- 
fider and praétife it? By the grace of GOD, begin to-day. 

10. O ye lovers of money, hear the word of the Lord! 
Suppofe ye that money, though multiplied as the fand of the 
fea, can give happinefs ? Then you are given up to a firong 
delufion, to believe a he; a palpable he, confuted daily by a 
thoufand experiments. Open your eyes! Look all around 
you! Are the richeft men the happieft ? Have thofe the 
largeft fhare of content, who have the largeft poffeffions ? 
Is not the very reverfe true ? Is it not a common obferva- 
tion, that the richeft of men are, in general, the moft dif- 
cantented, the moft miferable ? Had not the far greater part 
of them more content, when they had lefs money? Look 
into. your own breafls. _ If you are increafed in goods, are 
you proportionably increafed in happinefs ? You have more 
fubftance ; but have you more content? You know the con- 
trary. You know that im feeking happinefs from riches, 
you are only ftriving to drink out of empty cups. And 
let them be painted and gilded eyer fo finely, they are 
empty fill. 

11, O ye that defre or endeavour to be rich, hear ye the 
word of the Lord! Why fhould ye be flricken any more ? 
Will not even experience teach you wifdom ? Will ye leap 
into a pit with youreyes open? Why fhould you any more 
fall into temptation ? It cannot be, but temptation will befet 
you, as long as you are in the body. But though it fhould 
befet you on every fide, why will you enter wnto it? There 
is no neceffity for this: it is your own voluntary a&t and 
deed, Why fhould you any more plunge yourfelves znto a 
jJnare, imto the trap Satan has laid for you, that is ready to 
break 
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break your bones in pieces, to crufh your fouls to death ? 
After fair warning, why fhould you fink any more into fool- 
tfk and hurtful defires? Defires, as foolith, as inconfiftent 
with reafon, as they are with religion itfelf! Defires that have 
done you more hurt already, than all the trealures upon 
earth can countervail. 

12. Have they not hurt you already, have they not wound. 
ed you in the tendereft part, by flackening, if not utterly 
deftroying, your hunger and thirft after raghteou/nefi ? Have 
yor now the fame longing that you had once, for the whole 
image of GOD? Have you the fame vehement defire, as you 
formerly had, of going on unto perfection? Have they not 
hurt you by weakening your fasth? Have you now faith’s 
“‘ abiding impreflion, realizing things to come?” Do you 
endure in all temptations from pleafure or pain, feng him 
that ts inviftble ? Have you every day, and every hour, an 
uninterrupted fenfe of his prefence? Have they not hurt 
you, with regard to your hope ? Have you now a hope full 
of immortality ? Are you ftill big with earneft expeétation 
of all the great and precious promifes ? Do you now ¢a/le of 
the powers of the world to come? Do you ft ia heavenly 
places with Chrift Fefus ? 

13. Have they not fo hurt you, as to flab your religion 
to the heart ? ‘Have they not cooled (if not quenched) your 
lowe of GOD? This is eafily determined. Haye you the fame 
delight in GOD which you once had? Can you now fay, 


“ ¥ nothing want beneath, above ; 


“ Happy, happy in thy love !” 


I fear not: and if your love of GOD is in any wile decay- 
ed, fo 1s alfo your love of your neighbour. You are then 
hurt im the very lite and fpirit of your religion ! If you lofe 
love, you lofe all. 

14, Are you not hurt with regard to your humility? Hf 
vou are increafed in goods, it cannot well be otherwife. 
Many wi!l think you a better, becaufe you are a richer man: 
and how can you help thinking fo yourfelf? Efpecially, con- 
idering the commendations which fome wil give you in 
fimplicity, 
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fimplicity, and many with a defign to ferve themfelves of 
you. | #1 Re? ; 

If you are hurt in your humility, it will appear by this 
token: you are not fo teachable as you were, not fo advife- 
able: you are not fo eafy to be convinced, not fo eafy to be 
perfuaded, You have a much better opinion of your own 
judgment, and are more attached to your own will. For- 
merly one might guide you with a thread : now one cannot 
turn you with a cart-rope. You were glad to be admonifh- 
ed or reproved; but that time is paft. And you now ac- 
count a man your enemy, becaufe he tells you the truth. O 
let each of you calmly confider this, and fee if it be not 
your own picture ! 

15. Are you not equally hurt, with regard to your meek- 
nefs ? You had once learnt an excellent lefion, of him that 
was meck as well as lowly in heart. When you were re- 
viled, you reviled not again. You did not return railing 
for railing, but contrariwife, blefling. Your love was got 
provoked, but enabled you, on all occafions, to overcome 
evil with good. Is this your cafe now? I am afraid not. 
I fear, you cannot now bear all things. Alas, it may ra- 
ther be faid, you can bear nothing: no injury, nor even 
affront! How quickly are you ruffled? How readily does 
that occur, ** What! to ufe me fo? What infolence is this? 
How did he dare to doit? I am not now what I was once. 
Let him know, I am now able to defend myfelf.” You 
mean, to revenge yourfelf. And it is much, if you are not 
willing as well as able; if you do not take your fellow-fer- 
vant by the throat. 

16. And are you not faint in your patience too ? Does 
your love now endure all things ? Do you fill 2 pateence pof- 
fefs your foul, as when you firft believed! O what as 
change is here! You have again learnt, to be frequently 
out of humour. You are often fretful: you feel, nay, and 
give way to peevifhnefs. You find abundance of things go 
fo crofs that you cannot tell how to bear.them ! 

Many years ago I was fitting with a gentleman in Lon- 
don, who feared GOD greatly: and generally gave away, 
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year by year, nine-tenths of his yearly income. A fervant 
came in and threw fome coals on the fire. A puff of fmoke 
came out. ‘The baronet threw himfelf back in his chair, 
and cried out, “OQ Mr. Wefley, thefe are the croffes I meet 
with daily!” Would he not have been lefs impatient, if he 
had had fifty, inftead of five thoufand pounds a year ? 

17- But to return. Are not you who have been fuccels- 
fulin your endeavours to increafe in fubftance, infenfibly 
funk inte . foftnefs.of mind, if not of body too? You no 
longer rejoice to endure hardfluip, as good foldiers of Fefus 
Chrift! You no longer “ rufh into the kingdom of heaven, 
and take it as by form.” You do not cheerfully and gladly 
deny yourfelves, and tate up your crofs daily. You cannot 
deny yourfelf the. poor pleafure of a little fleep, or of a foft 
bed, in order to hear the word, that is able to fave your fouls ! 
Indeed ‘* you cannot go out fo early in the morning : befides 
it is dark ; nay, cold; perhaps rainy too. Cold, darknefs, 
rain, all thefe together, I can neyer think of it.” You did 
not fay fo when you were a poor man. . You then regarded 
none of thefe thmgs, It is the change of circumftances 
which has occafioned this melancholy change in your body 
and mind : you are but the fhadow of what you were. What 
have riches done for you ? 

But it cannot be-expefted I fhould do as.I have done. 
For I am now grown old,” Am not I grown old as wel) as 
you? Am not I in my feventy-eighth year ? Yet by the grace 
of GOD, I do not flack my pace yet. Neither would you, if 
you were a poor man ftill. 

18. You are fo deeply hurt, that you have well nigh lof 
your zeal for works of mercy, as gell as of piety. You 
once pufhed on, through cold or rain, or whatever other 
crofs lay in your way, to fee the poor, the fick, the diftrett. 
You went about doing good, and found out thofe that were 
not able to find you. You cheerfully crept down into their 
cellars, and climbed up into their garrets : 


To fupply all their wants, 
And {pend and be {pent in affifting his faints. 


You 


































































vant 
1oke 
nalr, 
neet 


{ he 


ce[s- 
fibly 
1 no 
Fe Jus 
ven, 
jadly 
nnot 
foft 
uls ! 
fides 
nefs, 
1 did 
rded 
neces 
ody 
V hat 


lone. 
1 as 
prace 
a, if 


1 lof 
You 
ther 
treft. 
were 
their 


You 


A SERMON ON f TIM. Vi. Qs at 


You found out every fcene of human mifery, and affifted 
according to your power : 


“ Each form of woe your gen’rous pity mov d; 
Your Saviour’s face you faw, and feeing, lov’d.” 


Do vou now tread in the fame fteps ? What hinders ? Do 
you fear fpoiling your filken coat? Or is there another lion 
in the way ? Are you afraid of catching vermin? And are 
you not afraid, left the roaring lion fhould catch you ? Are 
you not afraid of him that hath faid, Ina/much as ye have not 
done rt unto the leaft of thefe, ye have not done it unto me ? 
What will follow? Depart, ye curfed, into everlafiing fire, 
prepared for the dewil and his angels. 

ig. In time paft how mindful were you of that word, 
Thou Jhalt not hate thy brother in thy heart. Thou fhalt in 
ony wae reprove thy brother, and not fuffer fin upon him! 
You did reprove, direftly or indireétly, all thofe that fin- 
ned in your fight. And happy confequences quickly fol- 
lowed. . How good was a word {poken in feafon! It was 
often as an arrow from the hand of a giant. Many a heart 
was pierced. Many of the ftout-hearted, who fcorned to 
hear a fermon, 


Fell down, before his crofs, fubdu’d, 
And felt his arrows dipt in blood. 


But which of you now has that compaffion for the ignorant, 
and for them that are out of the way? They may wander on 
for you, and plunge into the lake of fire, without let or 
hinderance. Gold hath fleeled your hearts. You have fome- 
thing elfe to do. 


“ Unhelp’d, unpity’d'let the wretches fall.” 


20. Thus have I given you, O ye gainers, lovers, pof- 
feflors of riches, one more (it may be the laft) warning. O 
that it may not be in vain! May GOD write it.upon all 
your hearts! Though 2 7s eafer for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the king - 
dom of heaven. Yet, the things impoffible with men, are 
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poflible with GOD. Lord, fpeak! And even the rich 
men, that hear thefe words, fhall enter thy kingdom! Shall 
take the kingdom of heaven by violence ; {hall Sell all for the 
pearl of great price! Shall be crucified to the world, and 
count all things dung, that they may win Chrift ! 


—+ SPP OS Of£6-3<-— 
Poetry. 
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H Y M N. 
SALVATION DEPENDS NOT ON ABSOLUTE DECREES. 


‘Tis enough, my GOD, my GOD, 
Here let me give my wand’rings o’er ; 
No longer trample on thy blood, 
And grieve thy gentlenefs no more ; 
No more thy ling’ring anger move, 


Or fin againft thy light and love. 


I loath myfelf in my own fight, 
Adjudge my guilty foul to hell ; 
How could I do thee fuch defpite ; 
So long againft thy love rebel ! 
Defpife the riches of thy grace, 
And dare provoke thee to thy face ! 


But O! if mercy is with thee, 
Now let it upon me be fhewn ; ’ 
On me, the chief of finners, me, : 
Who humbly for thy mercy groan :, * 
Me to thy Father’s grace reftore, ; 
Nor let me ever grieve thee more. 
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POETRY. 


Fountain of unexhaufted love, 
Of infinite compaflion, hear ; 
My Saviour, and my Prince above, 
“Once more in my behalf appear ; 
Repentance, faith, and pardon give ; 
O let me turn again, and live. 


But if my gracious day is patt, 

And I am banifhed from thy fight ; 
When into outer darknefs cat, 

My Judge I'll own hath done me right ; 
Adore the hand whofe ftroke I feel, 
Nor murmur when I fink to hell. 


No dire decree of thine is here, 

That pre-ordain’d my damn’d eftate ; 
jefus, the merciful, I clear ; 

Jefus, the juft, I vindicate : 
He fwore he would not have me die: 


Why, finner, wilt thou perifh ? Why ? 


Becaufe I would not come to him, 
That I his profer’d life might have ; 
Jefus was willing to redeem, 
I would not fuffer him to fave, 
I now his truth and juftice prove, 
I now am'damn’d, but GOD is love. 


O GOD, if thou art love indeed, 

Let it once more bé prov d in me, 
That I thy mercy’s praife may fpread, 
For eyery child of Adam free: 

O let me now the gift embrace, 
O let me now be fav’d by grace ! 


~ ¥f all long-{uff'ring thou haft fhewn 


Qn me, that others may believe ; 
Now make thy loving-kindnefs known, 
Now the all-conqgu’ring Spirit give, 
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Spirit of vidtory and power, 
That I may never grieve thee more. 
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On UNIVERSAL REDEMPTION. 


Lorious Saviour of my foul, 
I lift it up to thee ; 
Thou haft made the finner whole, 
Haft fet the captive free : 
Thou my debt of death haft paid; 
Thou haft rais’d me from my fall ; 
Thou haft an atonement made ; 


My Saviour died for all. 


What could my Redeemer move 
To leave his Father’s breaft ? 
Pity drew him from above, 
And would not let him reft ; 
Swift to fuccour finking man, 
Sinking into endlefs woe, 
Jefus to our refcue ran, 


And GOD appear’d below. 


GOD in this dark vale of tears 
A man of griefs was feen ; 
Here for three and thirty years 
He dwelt with finful men. 
Did they know the Deity ? 
Did they own him who he was ? 
See, the friend of finners, fee ! 
He hangs on yonder crofs! 


Who hath done the direful deed, 
Hath crucify’d my GOD? 
Curfes on his guilty head 
That fpilt that. precious blood ; Worthy 
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Worthy is the wretch to die, 
Self-condemn’d, alas, is he! 

I have fold my Saviour, I 
Have nail’d him on the tree. 


Yet thy wrath I cannot fear, 
Thou gentle, bleeding Lamb ; 
By thy judgment I am clear, 
Heal’d by thy ftripes 1 am: 
Thou for me a curfe waft made, 
That I might in thee be bleft : 
Thou haft my full ranfom paid, 
And in thy wounds I reft. 


How fhall I commend the grace, 
Which all with me may prove ; 
Magnify tiry mercy’s praife, 
Thy all-redeeming love ? 
O ’tis more than tongue can tell ; 
Who the myft’ry fhall explain? 
Angels, that in ftrength excel, 
Would fearch it out in van. 


Far above their nobleft fongs 
Thy glorious mercies rife ; 
Praife fits filent on their tongues, 
And wonder lulls the fkies ! 

O might I with them be one, 
Loft in {peechlefs rapture fall, 
Caft my crown before thy throne, 


Thou Lamb that died{t for all. 


re 


RELIGIOUS DISCOURSE. 
O fpeak for GOD ; -to found religion's praife ; 


Ot facred paflions, tke wife warmth to raife ; 
To’ infufe the contrite with, to conqueft nigh, 
And point the fteps myfterious as they lie : 


To 





































POETRY. 


To feize the wretch in full career of luft, 

And footh the filent forrows of the juft : 

Who would not blefs for this the gift of fpeech, 
And in the tongue’s beneficence be rich? 


But who muft talk ? Not the mere modern fage, 
Who fuits his foften’d gofpel to the age ; 
Who ne’er to raife degen’rate praétice ftrives, 
But brings the precept down to chriftian-lives. 
Not he who maxims from cold reading took, 
And never faw himfelf but in a book : 
Not he who hafty in the morn of grace, 
Soon finks extinguifh’d as 2 comet's blaze : 
Not he who ftrives in fcripture-phrafe to’ abound, 
Deaf to the fenfe, yet fluns us with the found : 
But he, wha filence loves, and never dealt 
In the falfe commerce of a truth unfelt. 


Guilty you {peak, if fubtle from within, 
Blows on your words the felf-admiring fin : 
If unrefolv’d to chufe the better part, 
Your forward tongue belies your languid heart : 
But then {peak fafely, when your peaceful mind 
(Above felf-feeking bleft, on GOD reclin’d,) 
Feels him at once fuggeft unlabour’d fenfe, 
And opes a fluace of fweet benevolence. 
Some high beheft of heaven you then fulfil, 
Sprung from his light your words, and iffuing by his will. 


Nor yet expeét, fo myftically long, 
Till certain infpiration loofe your tongue : 
Exprefs the precept runs, “ Do good to all ;” 
Nor adds, “ Whene’er you find an inward call.” 
"Tis GOD commands; no farther motive feek, 
Speak or without, or with relu¢tance fpeak : 
To love’s habitual fenfe. by atts afpire, 
And kindle, till you catch the gofpel-fire. 
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Difcoveries immature of truth decline, 
Nor proftitute the gofpel-pearl to {wine. 
Beware, too rathly how you {peak the whole, 
The vilenefs, or the treafures of your foul. 
If fpurn’d by fome, where weak on earth you lie, 
If judg’d a cheat or dreamer, where you ily ; 
Here the fublimer ftrain, th’ exerted air 
Forego: you’re at the bar, not in the chair. 


To the pert reafoner, if you fpeak at all, 
Speak what within his cognizance may fall: 
Expofe not truths divine to reafon’s rack, 

Give him his own belov’d ideas back ; 

Your nouons till they look like his dilute ; 

Blind he muft be; but fave him from difpute. 
But when we’re turn’d of reafon’s noon-tide glare, 
And things begin to fhew us what they are, 

More free to fuch your true conceptions tell, 

Yet graft them on the hearts where they excel : 
It fprightly fentiments detain their tafte; 

If paths of various learning they have trac’d: 
If their cool judgment longs, yet fears to fix ; 
Fire, erudition, hefitation mix. 


All rules are dead; ’tis from the heart you draw 
The living luftre and unerring law. 
A ftate of thinking in your manner fhow, 
Nor fiercely foaring, nor fupinely low ; 
Others, their lightnefs and each inward fault, 
Quench in the ftilnefs of your deeper thought. 
Let all your geftures fix’d attention draw, 
And wide around diffufe infe@tious awe: 
Prefent with GOD by recolle&tion feem ; 
Yet prefent by your cheerfulnefs with men. 


Without elation chriftian glories paint, 
Nor by fond amoroug phrafe-affume the faint, 
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To feize the wretch in full career of luff, 
And footh the filent forrows of the juft : 
Who would not blefs for this the gift of fpeech, 


And in the tongue’s beneficence be rich ? 


But who muft talk ? Not the mere modern fage, 
Who fuits his foften’d gofpel to the age ; 
Who ne'er to raife degen’rate practice ftrives, 
But brings the precept down to chriftian-lives. 
Not he who maxims from cold reading took, 
And never faw himfelf but in a book : 
Not he who hafty in the morn of grace, 
Soon finks extinguifh’d as a comet’s blaze: 
Not he who ftrives in fcripture-phrafe to’ abound, 
Deaf to the fenfe, yet fluns us with the found : 
But he, who filence loves, and never dealt 
In the falfe commerce of a truth unfelt. 


Guilty you f{peak, if fubtle from within, 
Blows on your words the felf-admiring fin : 
If unrefolv’d to chufe the better part, 
Your forward tongue belies your languid heart : 
But then {peak fafely, when your peaceful mind 
(Above fe!f-feeking bleft, on GOD reclin’d,) 
Feels him at once fuggeft unlabour’d fenfe, 
And opes a fluace of {weet benevolence. 


Some high beheft of heaven you then fulfil, 


Sprung from his light your words, and iffuing by his will. 


Nor yet expeé, fo myftically long, 
Till certain infpiration loofe your tongue : 
Exprefs the precept runs, “ Do good to all ;” 
Nor. adds, ‘“* Whene’er you find an inward call.” 
"Tis GOD commands; no farther motive feek, 
Speak or without, or with reluctance {peak : 
To love’s habitual fenfe by atts afpire, 
And kindle,. till you catch the gefpel-fire. 
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Difcoveries immature of truth decline, 
Nor proftitute the gofpel-pearl to fwine. | 
Beware, too rafhly how. you {peak the whole, 
The vilenefs, or the treafures of your foul. 
If fpurn’d by fome, where weak on earth you lie, 
If judg’d a cheat or dreamer, where you fly ; 
Here the fublimer ftrain, th’ exerted air 
Forego: you're at the bar, not in the chair. 


To the pert reafoner, if you {peak at all, 
Speak what within his cognizance may fall: 
Expofe not truths divine to reafon’s rack, 

Give him his own belov’d ideas back ; 

Your notions till they look like his dilute ; 

Blind he muft be; but fave him from difpute. 
But when we’re turn’d of reafon’s noon-tide glare, 
And things begin to fhew us what they ane, 

More free to fuch your true conceptions tell, 

Yet graft them on the hearts where they excel : 
If fprightly fentiments detain their tafte; 

If paths of various learning they have trac’d : 
If their cool judgment longs, yet fears to fix ; 
Fire, erudition, hefitation mix. 


All rules are dead; ’tis from the heart you draw 
The living luftre and unerring law. 
A ftate of thinking in your manner fhow, 
Nor fiercely foaring, nor fupinely low ; 
Others, their lightnefs and each inward fault, 
Quench in the ftilnefs of your deeper thought. 
Let all your geftures fix’d attention draw, 
And wide around diffufe infectious awe: 
Prefent with GOD by recolleétion feem ; 
Yet prefent by your cheerfulnefs with men. 


Without elation chriftian glories paint, 
Nor by fond amoroug phrafe affume the faint, 
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Greet not frail men with compliments untrue, 
With {miles to peace confirm’d and conqueft due. 
There are who watch to’ adore the dawn of grace, 
And pamper the young profelyte with praife : 
Kind, humble fouls! they with a right good-will 
Admire his progrefs, till he flands dtock-fill. . 


Not one addrefs will diff’rent tempers fit, 
The grave and gay, the heavy and the wit. 
Wits will fift yeu: and moft conviétion find 
Where leaft ‘tis urg’d, and feems the leaft defign’d. 
Slow minds are merely paflive; and forget 
Truth not inculcated: to thefe repeat, 

Avow your counfel, nor abflain from heat. 


Some gentle fouls to gay indiff’rence true, 
Nor hope, nor fear, nor think the more for you: 
Let love turn babler here, and caution fleep, 
Bluth not for fhallow f{peech, nor mufe for deep ; 
Thefe to your humour, not your fenfe attend, 
“Tis not th’ advice that {ways them, but the friend. 


Others have large receffes in their breaft : 
With penfive proceis all they hear, digeft: 
Here well weigh’d words with wary forefight fow ; 
For all you fay will fink, and every feed will grow. 


At firft acquaintance prefs each truth fevere, 
Stir the whole odium of your charaéter : 
Let harfheft doétrines all your words engrofs, 
And nature bleeding on the daily crofs. 
Then to yourfelf the afcetic rule enjoin, 
To others ftoop furprizingly benign ; 
Pitying, if from themfelves with pain they part, 
If ftubborn nature long holds out the heart, 
Their outworks now are gain’d; forbear to prefs ; 


The more you urge them, you prevail the lefs ; 
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Let fpeech lay by its roughnels' to oblige ; 
Your {peaking lite will carry on the fiege : 
By your exainple flruck, to GOD they ftrive 
To live, no longer to themfeives alive. 


Im fouls juft wak’d the paths of light to chufe, 
Conviftions keen and zeal of prayer infufe. 
Let them love rules; till freed from pailion’s reign, 
Till blamelefs, moral reétitude they gain. 


But left reform’d from each extremer ill, 
They fhould but civilize old nature full, 
Ihe loftier charms and energy difplay 
Of virtue modell’d by the Godhead’s ray ; 
rhe lineaments divine, perfection’s plan, 
And all the grandeur of the heavenly man. 
Commences thus the agonizing ftrife, 
Previous to nature’s death and fecond-life : 
Struck by their own inclement piercing eye, 
Their feeble virtues bluth, fubfide, and die. 
They view the fcheme that mimic nature made ; 
A fancy'd goddefs, and religion’s fhade ; 
With angry fcorn they now rejeé& the whole ; 
Unchang’d their heart, undeify’d their foul. 
Till indignation fleeps away to faith, 


And GOD’s own power and peace take root in facred 


wrath. 


Aim lefs to teach than love. The work begun 
In words, is crown’d by artlefs warmth alone. 
Love to your friend a fecond office owes, 
Yourfelf and him before heaven’s footftool throws 3 
You place his form as fuppliant by your fide, 
(A helplefs worm, for whom the Saviour died) 
Into his foul call down th’ ethereal beam, 













And longing afk to fpend, and to be fpent for him. 
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Tur POTTER anp uis CLAY, 


EHOLD the potter and his clay, 
He forms his veffels to his mind; 
So did creating dove difplay 
Itfelf in forming human-kind. 


Th’ almighty Workman's pow’r and kill, 
Could have no wile, ignoble ends ; 

His one immutable good will 
To all that he hath made, extends. 


This gracious, fov'reign Lord on high, 
By his eternal word and voice, 

Chofe a// to live arid none to die, 
Nor will he ever change his choice. 


Ex 


Not by 4s will, but by their own, 
Vile rebels break his righteous laws ; 

And make the terror to be known, 
Of which they are them/elves the caufe. 


His all-eledling love employs > 
All means, the human race to blefs, the 
That mortals may his heav’nly joys, * ot! 


By re-clecting him poffefs. 


; Shall man reply that GOD decreed 6 
; Fall’n Adam’s race not to be bleft? 7 
4 | That for a few his Son fhould bleed, 
: | And /atan fhould have all the reft ? ahe 
| Do thou, poor finful foul of mine, 

j By faith and penitence embrace, no 
| Of doubtlefs, boundle/s dove divine, tr 
The free, the univer/al grace. lat 
| ) Let GOD, within thy pliant foul, to 
; Renew the image of his Son ; 

The likenefs marr’d will then be whole, tha 
And fhow what he, zn %z/, has done. be 
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